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four in number. The penalties for
night poaching are three months'
hard labour for a first offence,
double that term for a second, and
seven years' imprisonment for any
subsequent offence. Persons found
oii highways by night for the
same purpose incur a like punish-
ment. If violence with any offen-
sive weapon is offered, or if any
member of a party of three or more
night poachers is armed with such
a weapon, the offenders are liable
to a heavier sentence. Persons
suspected of poaching may be
searched by a constable, and if any
game or any instrument of poach-
ing is found on them, they become
liable to a fine, and the property
may be forfeited.

Private fishery rights are pro-
tected. No one may knowingly
take or attempt to take or expose
for sale any immature fresh-water
fish, or use or have in his possession
for the purpose of catching fresh-
water fish any illegal implement,
which includes lights, wires, spears,
or gaffs. It is an offence to take
fish in private waters.

The game laws of the mother
country have not been applied to
any of its oversea possessions ; but
many of these have passed less
stringent Acts for the protection of
wild animals. See Game Laws.

Pocahontas (c. 1595-1617).
North American Indian princess,
sometimes known as Matoaka. She
was a daughter
of Powhattan,
overking of the
Indian tribes
of Virginia.
About the age
of 12 she is
said to have
saved the life
of Captain
John Smith,
who had been

Pocahomas,
Indian princess

captured by the Indians, though
the story of her doing so has been
doubted. In 1612 she was lured
upon an English vessel by Samuel
Argall (q.v.), and taken to James-
town as hostage for the good be-
haviour of the Indian tribes. Con-
verted to Christianity, she was
baptized Rebecca, and in 1613
married John Rolfe (1585-1622), a
leading Virginian settler. In 1616
she accompanied her husband to
England, and in March, 1617, died
at Gravesend, leaving one son who
went to America, and from whom
many prominent Virginian families
claim descent. Her story has in-
spired several works of fiction.
Consult P. and her Companions,
E. D. Neill, 1869; P. and her
Ascendants, W. Robertson, 1887.

Pochard (Nyroca ferina). Div-
ing duck of the sub-family Anati-
dae. An expert diver, the male has
a reddish-brown
head, black breast
and back, and
grey sides. The
female has grey-
ish brown plu-
mage. It is com-
mon as a migrant
to Great Britain
in the winter; but
a few pairs arc
resident and breed
in marshy places.
The red-crested
pochard is a very occasional visitor.
The bird is found over a wide range
in Europe, Asia, and N. America.
Pron. pokard.

Pocket. Literally, a little pouch.
It is used for the receptacles which
are part of many articles of cloth-
ing ; also for the net receptacles at
the sides and corners of a billiard
table. In mining a pocket is a
cavity which is filled with metal-
liferous ores.

The term pocket is used in aero-
nautics to describe a condition of
flying where the flow of wind over
the earth's surface is not entirely
horizontal, but tends to produce a
vertical component in the move-
ment of the air, due to natural ob-
structions such as ridges of hills.
When the ridges are at right angles
to the direction of the wind, the air
passes over the summit to produce
an upward current on the wind-
ward side and a downward current
on the lee. Where a number of
ridges exist, a series of eddies is
induced. An aircraft experiences
sudden increases and decreases of
lift and a bumping effect in the
pocket between the two eddies.

Pocket of resistance is a military
term for a heavily defended point
which holds out after it has been
passed by the main tide of an ad-
vance. Notable examples in the
Second Great War were the Channel
and Atlantic ports retained by the
Germans after the liberation of
most of France.

Pocket Battleship. Popular
name for the Panzerschiff (ar-
moured ship) developed by the
German navy after the First Great
War. By the Versailles treaty,
Germany was forbidden to build
warships exceeding 10,000 tons
displacement, which restricted her
fleet to cruisers. To mount heavy
armament on minimum tonnage,
three vessels, the Admiral Graf
Spee, Deutschland (later renamed
Liitzow), and Admiral S cheer,
were designed with a paper ton-
nage of 10.000. $ach in.oun.tecl a
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main battery of sis 11-in. guns, a
secondary battery of eight 5'9-in.
guns, six of 4-1 ins., eight A.A.
guns, and eight
torpedo tubes. The
ships were welded
instead of rivet-
ed, and were
driven by eight
Diesel engine?
each developing
6,750 h.p. to give
a maximum speed
of 26 knots. Most
notorious of these
pocket battleships
was the Admiral
Graf Spee (q.v.), scuttled in the
Rivftr Plate, Dec. 17, 1939. Docu-
ments captured later proved that
the Germans had infringed the
Versailles treaty, as these ships
displaced nearly 15,000 tons.

Pocket Borough. Formerly a
borough of the U.K. in which the
political representation was con-
trolled by a single man, or a small
group, who could dictate to the
electors how they should vote.
These boroughs were abolished by
the Reform Act of 1S32.

Pocket-Gopher (Geomys). A
family of rat-like rodents, which oc-
cur in N. and Central America.
The name is derived from their
very large cheek pouches. The ani-
mals are about S ins. long without
the tail, and the body is covered
with soft velvet-like fur. They bin--
row like moles beneath the surface
of the ground and feed upon the
roots of plants. Large chambers
are constructed in which the ani-
mals collect great stores of pota-
toes, nuts, and seeds.

Pocklington. Market town of
the E. Riding of Yorkshire, Eng-
land. It is 13 m. E. of York by rly.
The chief buildings are the church
of All Saints, mainly Early English,
and the grammar school, founded
in 1515 by the Rev. John Dolman,
and now a large public school with
scholarships and exhibitions. The
industries are all connected with
agriculture9 as the town is in an
agricultural area. A canal, now
used only for fishing, connects the
town with the Derwent. Market
day, Sat. Pop. est. 3,000.

Pocock, Sm
GEORGE (1706-
92). British ad-
miral. Born
March 6, 1706,
he entered the
navy in 1718
and saw ex-
tensive service
inboththeWest
Sir George Pocock, and the East
British admiral Indies, where

